
The Case of Interactive Installations
an objective take on interactive art



An interactive installation is an exciting way to activate a physical space through technology, sound and light 
that responds to you. They consequently turn people from passive audiences to engaged active participators.

Interactive installations are therefore a great way to engage people, to create a real talking point and hold an 
audience in a space long enough to impart a memorable message. 



“Research by neuro specialists have shown that interactive media in advertising increases audience engagement, 
both in terms of length of engagement (29% higher than traditional) and memory encoding.”

The gigantic 3,000 square-foot space acts 
as a music venue, gallery, artist studios, 
cafe, cinema, bar and skatepark.

Nivea good-bye cellulite: 
Bubble-wrap

The Sprite Soda Shower, Once the beachgo-
er pushed back on the giant lever, a shower 
would rain down on them.



INTERACTIVE
INSTALLATIONVISUAL

TOUCH SMELL

AUDIO

INTERACTIVITY



Visuals captivate people and bring them closer to the installation. Visuals 
help us tell stories better and create shareable (instagramable) moments 
through social media.

Common Visual effect tools:

• LCD/LED screens  • Projection mapping  • Lights  
• Color, material, finish design

VISUAL
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Projection mapping on flexible net  Live interactive LCD screen The immersive installation using LED 
lights, glass and Dekton surfaces



Common touch effect tools:

• Touch sensors  • Multitouch screen  • Mechanical system

TOUCH
Touch can signal connection between people and engender warm feelings 
and trust. There is a strong link between emotional communication and 
touch.
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Combining a soft screen and soft-
ware, every touch of the surface 
sends clouds billowing

Just take your shoes off, put on a 
face mask and enter the pool, wade 
around and get to touch the sculp-
tures under the styrofoam beads.

 When visitors walk on the 
16-in.-square tiles, they light up. At 
the same time, corresponding large 
squares on the building’s façade light 
up in the same pattern



Common audio effect tools:

• Speakers  • Pre-recorded audio  • Open microphone 

AUDIO
Audio creates atmosphere and is a vital part of any communication 
medium but often a forgotten aspect of any interactive installation.
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An audio installation creating a 14 
minute long choral experience.

Participatory audio installation, oc-
tagonal architectural environment, 
including microphones, speakers, 
transducers, and digital display.

“Volumes” is an immersive audio-vi-
sual installation that uses live sound 
from a drum set at the head of the gal-
lery to activate hanging columns of 
12-volt LED lights organized in a 
three-dimensional grid.



Common Olfactory effect tools:

• Scent distribution technology  

SMELL
Smell and memory seem to be so closely linked because of the brain’s anatomy. 
“Think about your brand in a new way by considering how scent can play a role in 
making a more powerful impression on your customers.”
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An immersive art installation lets you 
see, smell and feel the toxic fog of 
polluted cities.

Each perfume is exhibited without 
packaging, and is attributed to the 
perfumer (rather than the brand) 
through small pieces of projected 
text that fades on and off.

A literary reading that is choreographed 
to coincide with an orchestrated deliv-
ery of artist-made fragrances. The 
springboard for each participant’s nar-
rative is an olfactory memory that 
deeply evokes some childhood memory.



Common interaction tools:

• Touch Screens & Mobile Devices  • Camera • Microphones 
• Web Feeds

INTERACTIVITY
Interaction is where the fun begins. Installations need to be intuitive 
and easy to use. Installation should urge the spectator to interact 
with it.
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Sony’s Lost In Music - a tech & music 
pop-up in the heart of NYC. Bringing 
together the very best of Sony tech-
nology and Sony Music talent, Lost in 
Music hosted unique immersive ex-
periences, exclusive performances 
and a weekly online show.

A simple touch awakens the domi-
nos and the light effects continue 
with every push, poke, nudge, tap or 
slap. No need to be delicate as this 
installation is robust and weather 
proof.

As we are”, which forces us to look at 
ourselves, “as we are” … A 14-foot 
sculpture that displays an image that 
life of your face.



• Spectators enjoy the interaction
• Creates memorable experiences that connect with the brand
• Spectators are excited to share the experience with their ingroup

What makes an interactive installation 
a success ? 



THE STORY OF 
Reflection Love Transformation Celebration



LOVE DURING PANDEMIC

Along with every other challenge we've faced over the past year, the COVID-19 pandemic has put our love 
lives to the test.

https://www.verywellmind.com/relationships-during-covid19-survey-5105103
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Have you experienced any of the following while living with your partner during the pandemic?

“It’s not surprising that boredom is causing a lot of strain on relationships. Novelty is one of the key compo-
nents to a good relationship. Without being able to venture out on dates, meet new people, and see new 
sights, many relationships may feel stagnant,” says AMY MORIN, LCSW

Boredom
Roo much togather time
Extended family issues
Mental health issues
Disagreements over safety issues
Financial distress
Disagreements over child-related issues
Substance use
Others
None of the above

40%

28%

21%

20%

19%

14%

11%

07%

10%

31%



“We did not know what to do with ourselves in the beginning. We got better at 
it, though, starting with a month-long puzzle hunt in April. The search for just 
one filled up a lot of time. And it was so gratifying to finally find a single one 
at a Target in a different neighborhood,” says Rubio.

Spending 24/7 with your significant other can also make it more difficult to 
balance each other’s emotions and support one another during difficult mo-
ments, says Dr. Magavi.

Carving out alone time has been especially tricky for Rubio and Li, who share 
a one-bedroom apartment in Manhattan. They say daily solo exercise routines 
have been key to finding a bit of breathing room while living in close quarters.

Lorraine Rubio, 29, and Alex Li, 32, a cohabitating 

BOREDOM

TOO MUCH 
TOGATHER 
TIME



Nearly a quarter of respondents who’ve dated during the pandemic have done 
so virtually, such as meeting on Zoom or FaceTime. Figuring out what hap-
pens next, while public health guidelines urge against get-togethers with 
people outside your household, has been tricky territory for single people, 
says Dr. Cook.

“It’s definitely gone a lot slower than it has in the before times,” says 
28-year-old Sara Estan, who has been looking for love with the help of dating 
apps. “But it’s been a pretty interesting experience so far.” 

“We’ve been talking for about two and a half months now…. we’ll stream and 
watch the same show or we’ll play a video game together, in addition to snap-
chat texting, phone calls,” she says. 

DATING 
DURING 
THE 
PANDEMIC

https://www.nbcboston.com/news/coronavirus/covid-dating-whats-it-like-looking-for-love-in-a-pandemic/2303484/



During COVID we became very distant. We actually sepa-
rated and were about to divorce — but we both stopped 
before signing the papers. With the kids, his job as a fire-
fighter, bills and COVID, things became overwhelming, but 
we got through it all. We fell in love again.
— Victoria Harris

My fiancé left to visit his family in February 2020. “It will only be six months,” 
I thought. Then the pandemic hit, the airport in El Salvador (his home country) 
shut down, and he had no way of renewing his student visa because the offic-
es were closed.

It was a very difficult few months not knowing when we would see each other 
again. But one day before my 29th birthday in November he surprised me: He 
came back.
— Susan Rodriguez

CELEBRATING LOVE
DURING 
THE 
PANDEMIC

https://www.latimes.com/lifestyle/story/2021-01-15/favorite-covid-19-pandemic-love-stories-readers



SELF & COLLECTIVE REFLECTION 

Self-reflection is the best mental strategy to overcome adversities. The COVID -19 pandemic has put 
many of us in long and daunting adverse situations forcing us to reflect on our priorities in life. 
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https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s42532-020-00062-3https://ssir.org/rethinking_social_change_in_the_face_of_coronavirus

The interconnectedness—and vulnerabilities—of the complex systems that 
make the modern world run have never been more apparent.

Volunteering, altruism, selflessness, peer-assistance, mutual support has 
never been so apparent

Healthcare workers who haven’t been paid enough appreciation are now 
deemed essential and thus regarded with greater value than before. 

We now see, 

How relying on global supply chains organized on a just-in-time basis for essential health-care equipment 
can leave entire countries vulnerable.

How safety nets intended to provide the minimum underpinning for crucial social determinants of 
health—food, housing, and jobs—are deeply fragile and flawed

How marginalized populations—people of color, the poor, the elderly, the disabled, and the isolated—are 
particularly vulnerable when a crisis wreaks havoc on our social and economic structures

COLLECTIVE 
REFLECTION



Self-isolating has given the majority of us time to self-reflect. 

This pandemic was my opportunity for self-reflection

Life is more than one’s career. The pandemic has helped us put things in perspective  
https://bloncampus.thehindubusinessline.com/columns/leader-
speak/covid-has-been-a-time-for-reflection-and-self-awareness/arti
cle31914056.ece 

Needs vs wants

Pandamic has helped us reflect on,

Priorities in life Rethink what matters

SELF 
REFLECTION

https://thegauntlet.ca/2020/07/14/this-pandemic-was-my-opportunity-for-self-reflection/



TRANSFORMATION

We have survived and evolved because we are alert to the dangers lurking everywhere. But Homo sapiens 
are unique among species in that we can also visualize a future and then make it happen. Without that 
ability, we wouldn’t dare leave our caves.

https://www.wired.com/story/covid-19-is-accelerating-human-transformation-dont-waste-it/
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TRANSFORMATION 
OF URBAN SPACES

DIGITAL 
TRANSFORMATION

The coronavirus crisis stands to dramatically reshape cities around 
the world.

Cryptocurrencies are together now worth almost as much as Apple.  
People are “buying” digital art at Christie’s with non-fungible tokens 
(NFTs)

A new survey finds that responses to COVID-19 have speeded the 
adoption of digital technologies by several years—and that many of 
these changes could be here for the long haul.

During the pandemic, consumers have moved dramatically toward 
online channels, and companies and industries have responded in 
turn.

The pandemic has highlighted the importance of our local environ-
ment and the characteristics of local neighbourhoods due to the 
increased use of public spaces such as squares, parks or pedestri-
anized streets.



Digital Content Consumption: Homebound consumers are turning 
to digital content providers to meet their entertainment needs. 51% 
of internet users worldwide are watching more shows on streaming 
services due to the coronavirus, according to data from Statista. 
Netflix alone saw 16 million new signups for its service in the first 
three months of 2020.

During a time when their leaders are encouraging them to stay at 
home and maintain physical distance, many people are returning to 
nature.

In a study, the respondents said they had increased participation in 
several outdoor activities during the pandemic, including:

walking -— up 70%
wildlife watching — up 64%
relaxing outside alone — up 58%
taking photos and creating art — up 54%

https://www.bdo.com/insights/business-financial-advisory/strategy,-technology-transformation/covid-19-is-accelerating-the-rise-of-the-digital-e

HUMAN 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH NATURE



CELEBRATION

A pandemic may have us rethink old traditions a bit without completely discarding celebration. As a col-
lective, we found joy through small gatherings and technology.
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Humans have been commemorating special occasions for thousands 
(and thousands) of years, dating back to at least several millennia B.C., 
when ancient Egyptians celebrated things like the annual harvest with 
feasts and festivals.

A couple in Singapore who re-
turned from China days before 
their wedding decided to attend 
their own ceremony via livestream 
to avoid potentially exposing their 
friends and family to the virus.

In Minnesota, a couple got mar-
ried in their living room with a 
small gathering of friends and 
family, and live-streamed the 
ceremony to other guests via 
Zoom.

In New York City, a couple didn't let 
the virus cancel their wedding. They 
took to the streets and had their of-
ficiant conduct the ceremony from 
the fourth floor of an apartment to 
maintain proper distance.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/21/epidemiologist-1918-flu-pandemic-roaring-20s-post-covidhttps://tinyurl.com/ty9rpe8f

CELEBRATION



“We’re the first generation of humans alive who has ever faced this threat 
that allows them to respond in real-time with efficacious medicines,” - 
Dr Nicholas Christakis

Once pandemics end, often there is a period in which people seek out 
extensive social interaction, and which Christakis predicts will be a 
second “roaring 20s” just as after the 1918 flu pandemic.

“People are wanting some magic, some stagecraft, some theatricality. 
To just have their spirits lifted. They want to feel that excitement, and to 
be able to cut it in the air with a knife” says Ian Schrager, creative direc-
tor of the Edition and owner of Public hotels. 

“People will want to live life to the fullest,” - Humberto Leon

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/21/epidemiologist-1918-flu-pandemic-roaring-20s-post-covid

POST COVID
CELEBRATION



Case Study On Past Art Installations

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/21/epidemiologist-1918-flu-pandemic-roaring-20s-post-covid

1. Mirage Gstaad

2. In�nite Wonder

3. Prismverse

4. Pneuhaus

5. Insideout 

6. Brixels

7. Hybycozo

8. Air Cinema

9. Light Origami 

10. In�nity installation



https://www.dezeen.com/2017/02/28/doug-aitken-installs-mirage-entirely-mirrored-cabin-palm-springs-california-desert-x/

1.Doug Aitken installs entirely mirrored cabin



Inside, the reflective surfaces create a kaleidoscopic effect intended to 
evoke confusion rather than comfort.

The structure will remain in its mountain location for two years “reflect-
ing and interacting with the mountain landscape over the changing sea-
sons”. The installation will be present until January 2021. For those that 
cannot see Mirage Gstaad in person, a 24-hour webcam has been set 
up for viewing purposes.

Construction : 
It's made from wood and steel, with a mirrored aluminum finish. This 
covers the entire exterior and most of the interior.



https://www.chadmann.com.au/infinite-wonder

High fashion installation art piece de-
signed to inspire the wonder and awe 
of magic, through confusing the 
senses with a series of mirror and 
light illusions. Drawing influence from 
the simplicity and infinite fractal 
nature, of a kaleidoscope, the Infinite 
Wonder Capsule creates infinite re-
peating patterns and exists as a con-
temporary house of mirrors.

2.INFINITE WONDER



Made of steel, aluminiam and glass



Artist Chris Cheung, known as honhim, and his team, XEX, created a 
jaw-dropping, immersive installation called Prismverse that might make 
you feel like you’re living inside a faceted stone. The trippy, audio/visual 
experience was designed for skincare brand Dr.Jart+ to delight your 
senses as you enter and walk through the structure that’s outfitted with 
walls of tessellated mirrors.

Visitors are expected to pace around, 
explore visuals and soundscapes in 
every corner. Prismverse is therefore 
immersing the visitors in an all-round-
ed kaleidoscopic view of sparkles, 
giving the visitors a new experience of 
light.

https://design-milk.com/prismverse-an-installation-of-geometrical-tessellated-mirror-walls/

3.  Prismverse: An Installation of Geometrical Tessellated Mirror Wall



The LED floor and the geometric shapes on the walls work in combina-
tion to provide an experience like no other, as if you were transported 
inside of a diamond.



Construction: 
LED floor, Omnidirectional speaker, Glass mirror wall 



The structure is comprised of 109 inflated cells 
with opaque fabric on the outside and translucent 
fabric on the inside. when inflated, a single magni-
fying lens on the outside of each cell projects an 
inverted image onto the translucent interior fabric.

Influenced by the structure of an insects eye, pneuhaus‘ 
piece allows visitors to experience multiple angles of per-
spective on a single continuous surface. 

4. Pneuhaus’ Multifaceted In�atable Design Is Composed Of 109 Pinhole Cameras





5. INSIDEOUT by �ora&faunavisions



INSIDEOUT has been shown at Dubai Art Week. The mul-
timedia pop-up dinner “La Casa Azul” took the visitor on 
a unique culinary journey through the dramatic life of 
Frida Kahlo – one of the most significant artists and em-
powering women of the 20th century. A five-course menu 
– each course accompanied by custom-made FFV con-
tent – triggered the visitors' emotions and senses. 



The experience is set in motion by a visitor turning 
off the light inside a transparent shed. The action 
initiates an immersive light and sound simulation 
of a thunderstorm. As rain starts drumming hard 
on the roof, dark clouds stack up in the night sky 
and the visitor is immersed in a complete audio-vi-
sual thunderstorm experience animated by motion 
graphics and sound. As the thunderstorm reaches 
its climax, the glass ceiling ‘shatters’ and the pro-
tecting walls disappear into the moonlight – the 
visitor is suddenly left exposed and is purified by 
the light.



https://breakfastny.com/works/brixel-mirror

Brixel Mirror
6. Brixels Sculptures

The piece is an exploration of creating 
organic movement from the least of 
organic shapes and materials.



Polished aluminum, painted aluminum, custom mechanical 
motor system, custom motion tracking software, camera, 
computer . Dimension of 18 x 6 x 0.8 ft.



7. Hybycozo: The Hyperspace Bypass Construction Zone

HYBYCOZO, is a series of large scale installations and artworks that investigate 
geometric exploration through light, shadow, and perception.



The project has evolved with the intersection of 
math, science, technology, material, and light. 
HYBYCOZO consists of artists Yelena Filipchuk 
and Serge Beaulieu plus an assortment of expert 
fabricators, handlers, installers, and a powerful 
community. HYBYCOZO creates, fabricates, and 
installs artwork throughout the world.



Construction: Laser cut steel with mechanical 
joints, series of light and daylight sensors



8. Air Cinema

To celebrate the 100th anniversary of korean film, GBO has 
designed a temporary pavilion that invites visitors to watch 
a movie while taking a ride on huge robotic arm. aptly titled 
‘AIR cinema’, the inflatable and nomadic structure intends 
to offer people a traditional film experience in the age of 
digital streaming. 



Triangular patterns on the ceiling restrict natural light to provide the optimum movie experience while also 
prevent the space from overheating. intersecting air pipes wrap around the structure in the form of an 
x-shape, giving the temporary architecture definition. easy to install and dismantle, the AIR cinema has also 
been developed to travel around the country with minimal intrusion.



http://www.worlddesignconsortium.com/work.php?WORK=103960695

Viewers are invited to explore the nature of 
reality by entering a giant 3D kaleidoscope. 

The domed structure is bathed in light and is 
constructed using over 330 mirror panels. 
Changing spectrums of light are projected 
within the space, and when mirrored against 
the mirror panels, the effect is like being 
inside a kaleidoscope. The interior space is 
spread eternal without edge of space. 

Light Origami creates a multidimensional ex-
perience that explores the relationship be-
tween the participant and space, between re-
flection and light.

9. Light Origami 



Construction: Perspex mirror, Steel , light source



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4HDG3klSy8

Light projected into a mirrored room creates 
seemingly infinite patterns in this installa-
tion by Turkish artist Refik Anadol, at this 
year's SXSW festival in Austin, Texas.

The artist installed mirrors on the ceiling and 
floor so that these moving images were re-
flected infinitely.

"Light is the major element in the experi-
ment, used to blur and interconnect the 
boundaries between the two realms: actu-
al/fictional and physical/virtual," said 
Anadol.

The lighting sequence lasts around 12 min-
utes, during which time the visitor can 
occupy the space however they chose.

10. Re�k Anadol's In�nity installation



It transgress the normal boundaries of 
the viewing experience, to set out to 
transform the conventional flat cinema 
projection screen into a three-dimen-
sional kinetic and architectonic space 
of visualisation by using contemporary 
algorithms.



Art & Technology 

Digital art installations offer new opportunities for viewers to actively participate in the art-
work. Artists and designers have the opportunity to play with the “real-virtual” boundary 
between the viewer, or “user,” and the digital dimension. Touch, physical participation, and 
social interaction become essential qualities. 



LEDs Projection mapping Face tracking

Laser projection Thermal imagingMotion tracking



chart for each

Parametric design Augmented reality

IOT

Virtual reality

https://www.postscapes.com/networked-art/



Material 

• Reflective materials   • Structural materials 



Re�ective materials

Material Reflectivity Weight

Polished Anodized Aluminum 95% Light

Internet price quote

~$7/square foot

98% Super Light

Super Light

~$30 for 4’x50’ roll

~$3.29for 1.5’x70’ roll

~$78 for 1’x4’ plane

~$100/square foot

88%

70-80% Light Free

99% Medium/Heavy

99% Very Heavy

76% Light ~$37 for 1’x50x roll

https://www.appropedia.org/Reflecting_materials

Mylar

Aluminiam Foil

Can Lids

Acrylic Mirror

Glass Mirror

Astro-foli



Structural materials

Steel Timber Concrete

Inflatable Cardboard Fabric



THANK YOU


